
 

Garioch Community Planning E-Bulletin 
March 2024 
If you have information which you would like to contribute, please e-mail or forward it to 

garioch@aberdeenshire.gov.uk    If you would like to know more about Community Planning and the 

identified priorities in Garioch, or you would like to share information about your organisations or 

group, please contact:  caroline.smith@aberdeenshire.gov.uk paige.donovan@aberdeenshire.gov.uk  

Helpful Links  

 Aberdeenshire Council1  Aberdeenshire Council (Have your say)2 Aberdeenshire Council 

(Employment Opportunities) 3 Aberdeenshire Council (Statistics and place-based information)4  

Parents Portal5 Aberdeenshire Voluntary Action (AVA)6 Citizens Advice Scotland7  

What's New! 

 

Martyns Law More info can be found under Support & Advice  

Community Transport Association  More info can be found under Support & Advice  

Community Ownership Support Service Training More info can be found under Support & Advice 

 
1https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/ 
2https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/contact-us/have-your-say/ 
3https://www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/aberdeenshire-council/jobs 
4https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/statistics/ 
5https://parentsportal.scot/pportal/ 
6https://www.avashire.org.uk/ 
7https://www.cas.org.uk/ 



Are you interested in...? 

 

The Aberdeenshire Warm Spaces Map? 

More info can be found under Support & Advice 

Helping in a Crisis? More info can be found under Support and Advice  

Volunteering? Have a look at AVA More info under helpful links   

Garioch Community Plan  

What is Community Planning? 

Community planning is about how public bodies work together, and with local communities, to 

design and deliver better services that make a real difference to people's lives. 

It drives public service reform by bringing together local public services with the communities they 

serve, and provides a focus for partnership working that targets specific local circumstances. Partners 

work together to improve local services and to ensure that they meet the needs of local people, 

especially those who need the services most. 

The Garioch Community Plan in 2022-25 brings together priorities that have been identified from a 

wide range of engagement, held with our Community Planning partners, third sector groups and 

organisations and our local community as well as data and evidence gathered by our Partnership 

Analysts.  The aim of this action plan is to work collaboratively together with our partners and 

agencies to help progress the actions in the plan, the plan is a live document and is updated each 

year. 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Local News and Events 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

1 - Following the success of our photo competition last year we are running a similar photo competition this year and are 
inviting entrants to upload photos taken in Ury Riverside Park of the park or its wildlife. Photos chosen by the committee will 
be used to produce a fundraising calendar for the park. Please fill out the form at https://bit.ly/URP-Calendar-20258 to enter 

the Ury Riverside Park Calendar Competition 2025. The closing date for entries is 28th June 2024.If you can't upload your 
photo to this Google Form please email it with your name and title of the photo to ury.riverside@gmail.com. The photo 

should be in JPEG format, between 1MB and 5MB and in landscape format.Good luck! 

ALISS (A Local Information System for Scotland)   

ALISS (A Local Information System for Scotland) is a national digital programme enabling people and 

professionals to find and share information on resources, services, groups, and support in their local 

communities and online. 

 
8https://bit.ly/URP-Calendar-2025?fbclid=IwAR07RSgBk1CnRlMeXiiMOAWiBOWh4hNUMkfgZ-
xUGCNmvGhdOHftCjwegEg 



ALISS can help you find information about resources like: 

• services that provide support for managing long term conditions 

• groups that support social and community connection (e.g., local choirs, book groups, 

befriending) 

• activities that offer opportunities for getting more active and for getting outdoors (e.g., 

badminton clubs, community gardens) 

• practical, legal, and financial support (e.g., money advice, advocacy services) 

• digital technology that can support health and social care (e.g., online forums, health related 

mobile apps). 

ALISS aims to ensure that everyone in Scotland has the right information, at the right time, about 

resources that are available to help them live well and stay connected to their community.  Click here 
9to access the webpage.  

Scotland Loves Local Gift Card Click here 10to purchase a Scotland Loves Local Gift Card to support 

local businesses in your area.  

Health & Wellbeing 

 

#MINDYERMIND Do you look after your own mental wellbeing? Do you know there are simple things 

you can do to look after yours? Mind yer mind is a new campaign to remind us of the importance of 

looking after your mental wellbeing, and to give some ideas for looking after yours. 5 steps you can 

take to look after your mental wellbeing are  1. Connections - good relationships help to build a 

sense of belonging, allowing you to share experiences, and support each other. 2. Learning - 

acquiring new skills boosts your confidence, gives you a sense of purpose, and helps you connect 

with others 3. Taking notice - Paying more attention to the present moment can improve your mental 

wellbeing. It can help you understand yourself and the world better. 4. Giving - creates positive 

feelings, giving you a feeling of purpose and self-worth, and helps you connect with others 5. Being 

Active - this can help to raise your self-esteem by setting and achieving goals, and by causing 

chemical changes in your brain that have a positive impact on mood Click here 11to find out more 

 
9https://www.ouraberdeenshire.org.uk/services-and-support/ 
10https://scotlandgiftslocal.com/inverurie/ 
11https://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/self-help/guides-tools-and-activities/five-steps-to-mental-wellbeing/ 



about each of the 5 steps, and how you can start to improve your mental wellbeing today.  Advocacy 

North East (ANE) Advocacy North East (ANE) works with people aged 16 years and over who are 

experiencing mental illness or disorder. ANE also provides an independent advocacy service for 

carers. The service supports and enables clients to access information, express their wishes, make 

their own decisions and represent them if required to do so. Our advocacy services are free and 

confidential. Advocacy North East (ANE) is promoted and supported by Health and Social Work 

Services.Advocacy NE are now rolling out a new service within the charity. The new advocacy service 

is for anyone who is suffering from substance misuse. This service is available for any person that has 

substance misuse issues and may require assistance with Housing, Health or Social care. Substances 

can be any form of legal or illegal drugs and/or alcohol. Email: admin@advocacyne.org.uk or visit 

here12 

 

 
12https://advocacyne.org.uk/about-us/ 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Support and Advice 

 

Trading Standards Scotland Stay Scam Aware and please share information about scams with 

vulnerable relatives or friends. Report all scams to Advice Direct Scotland on 0808 164 6000 or via 

their Scam Watch Tool13. You can also forward suspicious emails to the National Cyber Security 

Centre14. 

 
13https://scamwatch.consumeradvice.scot/ 
14https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/collection/phishing-scams 



Report suspicious behaviour in your community to Police Scotland on 101 or 999 in an emergency. 

Find out more about specific types of scams, such as doorstep scams, energy scams or the sale of 

counterfeit goods online through our Priority Area Pages15 16 

Cost of Living Support Please click here 17to access a report that explores the impact of the rising 

cost of living .  

Energy Bill Scheme Click here18 to access the UK Governments Energy Bill Scheme.  Scottish 

Government - Best Start Grant Early Learning Payment Kids aged between 2 and 3.5 years old? If 

you get tax credits or certain benefits you could be eligible for Best Start Grant Early Learning 

Payment.It's £252.50 to help balance the costs of having a young child. You can spend it on anything 

you need for your child, including toys to help them learn or trips to new places.  Find out more here 
19  

 

 

 
15https://www.tsscot.co.uk/priority-areas/ 
16https://www.tsscot.co.uk/priority-areas/ 
17https://www.povertyalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/SWBG_PA_Cost_of_Living_Report_Final.pdf 
18https://www.gov.uk/government/news/vital-help-with-energy-bills-on-the-way-for-millions-more-homes-
across-great-britain-and-northern-irelandhttps://www.gov.uk/government/news/vital-help-with-energy-bills-
on-the-way-for-millions-more-homes-across-great-britain-and-northern-ireland 
19https://www.mygov.scot/best-start-grant-best-start-foods 



 

 

 

2 - Click here 20to access the Warm Spaces map. 

 
20https://www.avashire.org.uk/warm-spaces-aberdeenshire 



 

 



Martyns Law Do you know about Martyn’s Law?  It is the name for the Terrorism (Protection of 

Premises) Bill Read all about it here Martyn's Law | ProtectUK21  

Will it affect your premises?  As well as business premises our community managed halls and 

buildings will be subject to the new legislation. There is a further consultation on premises with a 

capacity up to 799, this is known as the Standard Tier.   The consultation will run for 6 weeks and can 

be found here Martyn's Law: standard tier consultation - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). It will close on 

Monday 18 March 2024.  Have your Say!  

Numerous seminars have been run – the last one is 7 March 2024 between 2 & 3pm. 

Click   here to join the meeting22 

Meeting   ID: 338 064 951 804  

Passcode: iraBbR 

Community Transport Association The Community Transport Association is a UK member-based 

charity providing leadership, training, advice, and operational support to transport related charities, 

community groups and social enterprises in England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland. We 

support and advocate on behalf of our members so they can deliver innovative and flexible transport 

solutions to achieve social change and remove transport barriers facing their communities.  Click 

here 23to access the website for more information.   

Community Ownership Support Service Training  

Please find the link below for communities to sign up for COSS’ Assets for People and Place training 

programmes. This programme which is exclusive for communities will run throughout 2024 and will 

provide sessions on asset acquisition right through to asset management. If you could share this with 

any community organisations that this may be suitable for that would be greatly appreciated. All 

training sessions will be held online and are completely free to attend. Assets for People and Place -

  Assets for People and Place | Eventbrite24  

 
21https://www.protectuk.police.uk/martyns-law 
22https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-
join/19%3ameeting_OWQzZWJmMjItZjFmNC00NmU0LWE0YTgtYzQ3M2UwOWU2N2U4%40thread.v2/0?conte
xt={"Tid"%3a"f24d93ec-b291-4192-a08a-f182245945c2"%2c"Oid"%3a"bc9d0d0f-c424-4849-9516-
511e647540e0"} 
23https://ctauk.org/ 
24https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/assets-for-people-and-place-2983909 



Community Resilience 

 

Community Councils There are 9 Community Councils which cover the Garioch Area of 

Aberdeenshire. Click here25 for contact details and info. Elections Click here 26to access the results of 

the most recent Community Council Elections in Garioch.   Democracy Matters  

This consultation provides another opportunity for as many voices as possible to be heard to help 

shape future local democratic systems and processes. 

You can respond as an individual, an organisation or you can hold a conversation and respond as a 

community. You can send your response by clicking the link at the bottom of this page under have 

your say. Alternatively, you can send us your views by email to democracymatters@gov.scot or by 

post to Area 3F, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ. Please ensure that you send a 

completed Respondent Information Form27 with any email or postal response. Click here 28to access 

the website for more information.   

LOCAL POLICE PLAN 2023-26 The planning cycle for the development of the Local Police Plans 2023-

26 has commenced. The majority of the work is required to be completed by Local Policing Divisions 

with assistance and support from staff within Police Scotland’s Strategy, Insight and Engagement 

Team.  Priorities have been established through the Your Police survey mechanism, which has 

allowed members of the public, private and third sector organisations to tell us what is important to 

them, and what they want officers and staff to prioritise during the lifespan of the Local Police 

Plan. Please click here29 to provide your feedback.   

Public Access Defibrillators 

Does your community group manage a public access defibrillator? You may have one inside or on the 

outside of your building, or have an agreement to locate one on the outside of a building owned by 

others. You might manage one or more public access defibrillators in different locations.  But is your 

public access defibrillator findable? Remember to be findable for the Scottish Ambulance Service 

your defib needs to be registered with www.thecircuit.uk30 the national network for public access 

 
25https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/communities-and-events/community-councils/community-council-
contacts/#garioch 
26https://aberdeenshire.gov.uk/communities-and-events/community-councils/cc-election/garioch-elections/ 
27https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/consultation-
paper/2023/08/democracy-matters-phase-2-consultation-local-governance-review/documents/respondent-
information-form/respondent-information-form/govscot%3Adocument/respondent-information-form.docx 
28https://consult.gov.scot/local-government-and-communities/democracy-matters/ 
29https://consult.scotland.police.uk/strategy-insight-and-innovation/lpp2023/ 
30http://www.thecircuit.uk/ 



defibrillators run by the British Heart Foundation. You can check whether your defibrillator is 

registered by looking up your location on www.defibfinder.uk31 Check out the guide to The Circuit: 

www.bhf.org.uk/circuitguide32 which will help your community group with registering and managing 

your defibrillator on The Circuit.  Severe Weather As we are approaching the colder months it is 

important for Communities to stay resilient and keep themselves and their loved ones safe during 

extreme weather. There are links below for assistance in keeping you and your Communities Resilient.  

Click here 33for Severe Weather Emergency Contacts  Click here 34for Winter Maintenance Resources 

Click here 35to access the Met Office website for live updates in your area    

Funding 

 

 

Garioch Available Funding Click here 36to access information on available funding in Garioch.   

Investing in Communities Fund 1 April 2023–31 March 2026 If you are a Community Council or a 

Registered Charity you may be eligible for Scottish Government Funding, check out the PowerPoint 

Presentation here37.  

 Aberdeenshire Council - Aberdeenshire Community Resilience Grant Funding No closing date -

 click here38 The Aberdeenshire Community Resilience Fund is for community or resilience groups 

seeking funding to support people in the community who are staying at home, self-isolating, 

vulnerable and unable to access basic necessities such as food and medicines, as a result of the 

restrictions due to COVID-19.If the group applying is not constituted, they should affiliate with an 

existing constituted group, for example, a community council. The fund is not designed to support 

 
31http://www.defibfinder.uk/ 
32http://www.bhf.org.uk/circuitguide 
33https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/communities-and-events/safety-and-emergencies/weather-emergencies/ 
34https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/roads/winter-maintenance/resources-and-limitations/ 
35https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/ 
36https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/communities-and-events/funding/garioch/#tree 
37https://www.gov.scot/publications/investing-in-communities-fund-round-two-draft-guidance-
note/documents/ 
38https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/communities-and-events/funding/community-resilience/ 



other community groups who may be affected because they cannot raise funds or income as a result 

of COVID-19 restrictions. Groups in this situation should visit the SCVO website here39.    

Employment Opportunities 

 

 

3 - My Job Scotland40  

Public Convenience Cleaner 

We require a Public Convenience Cleaner at the Station Road Public Convenience, Inverurie, It will be 

7 days on 7 days off, two hours per day, Monday to Sunday. Aberdeenshire Council currently applies 

a Living Wage Supplement to all Council employees earning less than £12.00 per hour. 

Click here 41for more information and to apply. 

Waste Operative - HWRC   

Responsible for the safety, security, maintenance and proper use of the public utility waste disposal 

and recycling facilities in accordance with the waste management licence and health and safety 

regulations. 

Click here 42for more information and to apply. 

Care Assistant - Days We are looking for 4 Care Assistants to support the provision of care by 

attending to the needs and rights of older individuals within a caring environment. This role will 

require flexible, evening and weekend working.This post will require you to have obtained the SSSC 

registration within 6 months of employment. 

Click here 43for more information and to apply. 

 
39https://scvo.scot/support/coronavirus/funding/scottish-government/third-sector-resilience-fund 
40https://www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/aberdeenshire-council/jobs 
41https://www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/aberdeenshire-council/jobs/public-convenience-cleaner-370318 
42https://www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/aberdeenshire-council/jobs/waste-operative-hwrc-369240 
43https://www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/aberdeenshire-council/jobs/care-assistant-days-369077 


